Silver State Classic Challenge to Honor the Military
By Gail Waldman

Drivers from across the United States, Canada and as far away as Afghanistan and Norway are gearing up to head to Ely, Nevada for the Silver State Classic Challenge (SSCC) to fulfill their need for speed. The event takes place from September 16-19, 2010.
“Beginning this year with the 23rd running of the Silver State Classic Challenge we thought it would be fun to find out a little more about those that participate and volunteer to help. Each event we will spotlight a different group with a common bond” says Steve Waldman, President of the SSCC.  As this event takes place one week after Patriot Day, the SSCC decided to “Honor the Military”, both past and present. The response that was received included all branches of the military from 1953 to the present.
US Army Captain William Keogh has been named the Grand Marshall as the Parade of Cars begins at the White Pine High School on Friday at 5:30pm and winds its way down Aultman Street ending at the Bristlecone Convention Center. 

Capt. Keogh just returned a week ago from his tour of duty in Afghanistan. He had decided at the beginning of the year that he wanted to participate in the event during his R&R. 

“I heard about the SSCC from an old racing DVD I have, “Best of J.D.M Option International” that has Daijiro Inada driving a Nissan 350Z in 2003 when he had a tire blow out and crashed. Call me crazy, but ever since then I’ve wanted to compete in the SSCC. I have no doubt it will be an experience of a lifetime” says Keogh. 

Four days of festivities begin bright and early Thursday morning as first time participants head to the Las Vegas Motor Speedway for the qualifying school that is presented by Royal Purple Synthetic Oil.  Instructors are provided by Spring Mountain Driving School. Following a Press Luncheon at Sam’s Town Hotel in Las Vegas the caravan of cars will head to Ely for a variety of activities.  

There are two small racing events that take place during the weekend on SR 490 that lead up to the main event on Sunday.  On Friday drivers can test the speed of their cars in the Half Mile Shootout or on Saturday at the High Noon One Mile Shootout, both events are presented by Optima Batteries.
Cars will be on display, and you can meet the drivers, during the Car Show at Broadbent Park on Saturday, from 9:00am to 2:00pm.

The main event on Sunday is co-sponsored by K&N Filters and OPTIMA Batteries. Participants speed down a 90-mile stretch of Highway 318 between Lund and Hiko which is officially closed to the public.  There is a speed class for everyone, ranging in 5-mile an hour increments between 95 and 150mph, plus the 160, 170, 180 mph classes and the Unlimited for a total of 16 different speed brackets.  The objective is to average as close to the chosen target speed over the 90-mile course with the exception of the Unlimited division as they attempt to go for the world record. 
The SSCC currently holds two records in the Guinness World Book of Records. One record is the World’s Fastest Road Race and the other for the Highest Speed on a Public Highway, when an average speed of 207.78 was achieved by Chuck Shafer and Gary Bockman. 
We have television crews from Norway and Germany attending and press from Japan, Norway and the United States.  This year also brings approximately 90 Norwegians to town as they follow their fellow countryman, Pal-Avrid Blytt in the Unlimited Division.  
The only way to watch these exciting events is to become a Course Worker or a Ham Radio Operator as there are no spectator areas.  Manning the gates along Hwy. 318 is the biggest volunteer effort in making these events a success.  Hand held radios for communication between gates and Hams are provided by Suncoast Communications.  The primary responsibility of being a course worker is controlling access through the gate that you are assigned and staying at your gate until the event is declared officially over.  The Course Worker Orientation is conducted at the Bristlecone Convention Center in Ely at 10:00am on Saturday and the Ham Radio Operator Orientation is at 12:00pm. 

The Silver State Classic Challenge, Inc. is a non-profit corporation that was created to promote tourism through open road events and support the communities of the rural counties.  The events are held two times a year, every May and September. 

For more information on the Silver State Classic Challenge visit www.silverstateclassic.com or www.sscc.us or call (702) 631-6166.
